
Spruce
A sweet little shrug! Fits 2-4 year old.         

Gauge: 4 stitches = 1 inch 
Yarn: worsted
Needle size: US 8 (5 mm), or size needed to get gauge with your chosen yarn
Notions: button, 8 stitch markers, darning needle, scrap yarn for holding sleeve 
stitches

Cast-On 78 stitches (I used long-tail CO) 
Note: Slip the first stitch of each row (knit-wise) if desired. 
Row 1 (RS): Knit all stitches.
Row 2 (WS): K2, YO, K2TOG (buttonhole) knit all stitches. 
Row 3 & 4: Knit all stitches.
Row 5: (marker set-up on RS)
K3, K10, YO, PM, K1, PM, YO, K10, YO, PM, K1, PM, YO, K28, YO, PM, K1, 
PM, YO, K10, YO, PM, K1, PM, YO, K10, K3.
Row 6: K3, purl until the last 3 stitches, K3
Row 7: K3, SSK, *knit to marker, YO, SM, K1, SM, YO, repeat from * for 
each marker, until 5 sts before the end of row, K2TOG, K3
Row 8: K3, purl until the last 3 stitches, K3
Repeat rows 7-8 until you have 148 stitches
(a total of 12 increase rows, sleeves will have 34 stitches)

Dividing the Sleeves
Next row (RS): K3, SSK, knit to next marker, remove marker, K1, remove 
marker, slip and secure the 34 sleeve stitches onto scrap yarn. 
Continue knitting stitches on the left needle, removing markers 
from both sides of the stitch. Repeat for second sleeve. Continue 
knitting until the last 5 stitches, K2TOG, K3
Knit one more row (WS) before starting decorative edging:
K3, purl until the last 3 stitches, K3

At this point you should have: 
34 stitches for each sleeve ::AND:: 80 stitches for the body 

Note: For the remaining body stitches you must have a multiple of 
8+1 (not counting the garter stitch edging which is 6 stitches 
total). So 80 stitches minus 6 garter stitch edge stitches, equals 
74. To reduce it to 73 stitches (which will make it a multiple of 
8+1), simply do an SSK or K2TOG where it won’t be noticeable, like 
under the armpit.

Decorative Edging
Note: You will continue to knit the first and last 3 stitches on 
EVERY ROW to maintain the garter stitch edging.



Row 1(RS): K3 *K1, YO, K2, S2KP, K2, YO*, repeat between *s to last 
stitch, K1, K3
Rows 2: (WS): K3, purl all stitches, K3.
Row 3: K3, *K2, YO, K1, S2KP, K1, YO, K1*, repeat between *s to last 
stitch, K1, K3
Row 4: K3, purl all stitches, K3.
Row 5: K3, *K3, YO, S2KP, YO, K2*, repeat between *s to last stitch, 
K1, K3 
Row 6: K3, purl all stitches, K3.

Work repeats (rows 1-6) until the sweater is desired length.
(I worked two repeats but three is lovely too!)
Work several rows of garter stitch to match the collar. (Knit 5 
rows, BO on the wrong side.) 

Picking up the Sleeves
Use magic loop or DPNs. 
Slip your stitches back onto your needles and remove the scrap 
yarn. Pick up 2 stitches along the armpit gap and place a marker. 
Join and start knitting in stockinette (knit every row). At the end 
of the first round, knit together the two armpit stitches that you 
picked up (making it 35 sleeve stitches). Continue knitting in 
stockinette until the sleeves are 1 inch shorter than you want the 
sleeves to be. Knit 4 rows of garter stitch (alternating K & P rows) 
and BO purlwise.

Secure and weave in all of your ends. Sew on the button and block 
if desired. 

ABBREVIATIONS
YO: yarn over
K2TOG: knit 2 stitches together
PM: place marker
SM: slip marker
SSK: slip slip knit
S2KP: slip 2 stitches together knit-wise, k1, pass 2 slipped stitches over knit 
stitch
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